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ASSAMESE SKELETON GRAMMAB. 



I,— NOTTNS.— Thus declined in the Blngular^ 
A man. A son. A bodj. 



Nom. 
Ace. 

Instr. 

Dat. 
Gen. 
Loe. 



X manuhe 

{mdnuk 
manuh*ak 

Kma»uk-e 
XmSnuh-ere 

i manuha-ldike 
C manuk-ar 
X manuh-are 

Xmdnuk'ate 



(putra 
X puira'Sf 

{putra 
puira'k 
puira'ke 

(putra-y 
X puir-ere 

( putra'l&i 
X putra-ldike 
C putra'T 
X putra*re 
C putra-t 
Xpii(^<^'^^ 



i9^ 

Kffa'&e 

(gS-ye 
iga-re 

C pa-ldi 
XgS,-ldike 
<ga-r 
Igd'fe 
( ga-t 



A bird. 

f sarai 
X aaraye 

{sardi 
sardi-k 
sardi'ke 
C Mardy»e 
< sardi'te or 
{.sardif-ere 
i sarai-ldi 
X *ardi'ldike 
(sardi-r 
Xsardi^re 
^Mardi'i 
X sardi-te 



All eye. 

igaku 
Xtaku'We 

(gaku 
Xsaku-ke 

fsaku-we 
< *aku-r9 or 
( saku'Were 
(gaku'ldi 
X*ciku'ldike 
J takwr 
I stiku're 
f sakwt 
X saku-ie 



A boat. 

(ndo 
X ndwe 

Kndo 

X ndw'ake 

XttSwere 

C ndatUdi 
X ndw-aldike 
i ndw-ar 
X ndw-are 
( ndwat 



The Moond form of the nomiiai- 
tiTe is the one genarally w^ 
before % tranmilTe verb. The 
acensatlve in i; is not need with 
inanimate nonns. The termina- 
tions in are more emphatic than 
the others. Fnrth^ eraphafiis li 
indicated by the addition of » or 
i4!t the latter being the stronger. 

The plural is formed by the 
addition of bUSk, hor, or %St to 
the nominatiTe singnlar* The 
compnnd ihns formed is then 
deolmed like the singnlar of m^nnk* 
BUakin more honorific than the 
other two. 



In nouns of }*elatioii8hip, four different forms are nsed^ aocordln^ as the relation is mine f $<mr9t non-honorISc ; ^a«f*#, honorific; or 
his. A foil list 18 given in Brown's grammar, pages 37 and ff. The following are examples~-> 



Father 
Mother 


My. 

hopdi 
di 


Yoar, non-honwific. 
baper 
mar 


Your, honorific- 
baperd 
«5w ^ 


Son 

Daughter 
Hnsband 
Wife 


fO 

zi 

pai 

gkaini 


puter 
styer 
father 
ghainiyer 


powa, powar^t otputerd 
ziyd or tely$ra 
paiyd or paiyarS 
ghaimyd or ghainiyerd 



His. 
bdpek 
mat 
pviek 

paiyek 
ghainiyek 



Adjectives, as a rule, do not change 
for gender, bnt a few ending in 5, such as 
buf$t old, form the feminine in I, as in 
Hindi. CJompariaon Is nsnally expreaaed by 
Kiffixing kai or kari to the locative of tin 
nonn with which comparison is made. Somo- 
times the locative alone is need. 



II. —PBONOXTNS. — In the following the Dative and the Locative are formed on the model of the Accusative. Thus, Dat., mo»lm; loc., «a-#. 



Si ig. 




horn. 


mag, mah way-c 


Aec. 


mo'k, mo'ke 


Instr. 


tnay-Ct mo'to 


Gen. 
PInr 


mo'r, mo-re 


Nom. 


ami, dmi-ye 


Ace. 


dmd-kt dmd'k« 


Instr. 


dmi'yet drnd-re 


Gen. 


4md'r* dmS're 



ThoVi, non-honorifie* 

tay, tay-e 
to-k, to'ke 
tag-Si to-re 
tO'T, to're 

ta'hStt ia'hSU'C 

and so on. 



Thou, honorific. 

tumi, iumi-ye 
tomd-kj tomd-ke 
tumi-yet tomd're 
tomd-r, tomd-re 

tomolSkt tomoldk'-e^ 
tomoldk-ak, iomoldk-ake 
tomolak'e, tomoldk^er^ 
timtoldk'ar, tomoldk^are 



Your Honour, Self. 

Spunit dpuni-y'e 
dpond'k, dpond'ke 
dpuni-yet dpond're 
dpond'Tf dpond're 

dpond'bUdkf etc. 



ffakal'o, all withont 
exception, is thus 
declined — 

hakalo, hakalowe, 
hakalo'k-0, hakalihkt, 
hakafo'toep ^aialo-^. 
haialo-r-o, hakalo^re, 
hakalo-bildk, etc. 

-SA-a, even oat, it 
9imil»rly deetintd. 



* Or tomSlok, tomdlok'Cf and to thronghovt. 



Sing. 

Nom. 

Aec. 

Instr. 

Gen. 
Plur. 

Kom. 



This, com. ge^,f 
non'honortj^c. 
f, t-ye, 0'ye 
iyd'kf iyd*kc 
i-ye$ iyd'te 
iyd'r, iyd're 

i'hSt etc. 



^at, he, com. gen., 

non-h&morific. 
hi, hi 'ye, he-ye 
iS»k, td'ke 
hi-yc, td're 
td'r, td»rh 

hi-h&tt etc. 



TUt, com. gen., 
honorific, 
ed, $'We 
eS'k, eS'ke 
S»we, 9-ioere 
eZ'T, e8*re 

eS'bildkt etc. 



^That, he, com, 
gen., honorific, 
teo, t'iS'we 
teo'-k, teo*ke 
t'c'ioe, te-were 
teo-r, teo're 



She, ttoii- 
honorific. 
idi, tdy'C 
tdi'kt tdi'ke 
tdy-e, tdi-re 
t&i»r, tdi're 



teo'bildk, etc. t&i^hSi, etc. 



Who, which. 



Sine. 
Kom. 



Which, inani' 
mate. 



WhoF 



WhatP 



»». «c-ye ifi, f e-ye 



kon, kon-e ki, ki'he 



Anybody. 



keOf k$we 
kd'k-o 



Ace. sid'k,§d-k€ siha'ktitiha-ke kd-k^kd-'ke ki, kika^ke 
In^. ffS'Te fiAe, ^the-re kd-re kihe-re 

Gen. fo-r, «5-re ^iha-r, s^iha-re kd'r, kd-re kiha'r,kiha-re kd-r^o 
PInr. 

Nom. §i'bildk, etc. ti-bildk, etc. ... 



Somebody. 



koa^O'bd, kon-o^bd-i 
kSr^hbd'k, etc. 



kd-re, ka-rc'O kdr*0'hd-re, etc. 
kdr'O-bd'T, etc. 



Ki'bd, some* 
thing is de- 
cline like ki, 
thus — 

Ace. kiha'bd-k. 
Similarly, 
kon-q, some* 
one, anyone, 
is declined 
like kon. 



The adverbt, gdr, 
whence, tdr, thence^ and 
kdr, whence P are tikns 
declined. In iJI three 
the d is prononnoed long 
as in 'all.' Gen. kdr, 
kdr^, from whenoe? 
Dat. kd'lai, k&4aike, 
whither P Loc. kd'4, 
kd'td, where P 

i hi, thb and that, has 
an Ace. dk'tdk, and 
a Gen. dr-tdr. 

Ei, this, and hH, that, 
are adjectives. 



III.—VEBBS.—These are usually quoted under the form of the first Verbal Noun, which is the same in form at the Past Participle. In 
Bronson's dictionary they are quoted under the form of the Conjunctive Participle. The plural is the same as the singular, bnt the suffix hak is tome- 
times added when it is necessary to emphaiise the plural signification. TheM are two forms of the second person, a non-honorific and an honorific. 
These will be numbered 2a and 2d, respectively. 



A. ^Auxiliary Terb and Verb Substantire. 
Presentt I am. Pmt, I was. 



B. — Finite Verbs — ^Thete Brown divide into three conju^tiona 

The first include nearly all the verbs whoso roots end in vowels (the only 
important exceptions are the roots di^ give, %i, live, and ee, cut in lengths). It 
forms its Firat verW Noun by changing the final vowel of the root to ov>d, or, if 
X. af5 d§ilB, the root ends in uwd, the uwd is changed to uuwd, or if it ends in 010a, the 6wS is 

2a. afa dfUi. changed to oowd, Kho, some verbs whose roots end in d change the d to uwd. 

2d. dfd dfUd, In the second conjugation, the First Vorb?.i Noun is formed by simply adding 

8. *fff dfU. d. If the vowel of the root, which in tliis conjugation always ends fn a consonant, 

is (I, it is shortened in the First Verbal Nouri, and if it is it is changed to « 
, whenever the following syllable contains the letter i. 
In the third ooningation, the First Verbal Nonn is formed by adding d to the root, the root-vowel always remaining unchanged. The only 
exception is that II the following syllable contains the letter t, and if the root-vowel is a, the root-vowel is pronounced long, like the a in ' all.' 
When it it not foUoiied by i, it is pronounced as usual like the m * hot.' 
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Note that the second person Iionorlfio <tf the Present is alwajs the same as tbe Fint Verbal Noun. Also that tip Present Definite and 
Plnoerfect Tenses are all periphrastic, being formed by ^he addition of suitable Tenses of the Auxiliary Verb. The Past h also used in the sense 
of tne Perfect and Imperfect. There is no proper Subjunctive mood. In a conditional sentence, the word h$ten is added to the past tense in the 
apodosis. Ill the protasis either the same form Is used with the conjunction $ddi, if, or else the i^en is snbioined to the Past Participle without 
flili. Thug, katS'hSteUf I would have been j sddi halS'h^ent or howa'h^ten, if I had been. The Future imperative is the same as the Future 
Indicative. 



FiBST Con Jt7 NATION — 

Boot, Aa, be. 
Verbal Nouns, Aofo«, being. -* 

Mha^ being. 

haSia^ being. 
Present Partieiple, Ao^^e, while being. 
Past „ howa, been. 

Conjunctive ,• h&it having been. 
Ckinaitional „ h&lBt Mlat^ on being. 



Present. 



Past. 



Futu 



1 


am* 


1 was, 
I have been. 


I shall be 


1. 


ha 


h6lS 


hdm. 


2a. 


hawa 


hdU 


hdhi. 


U. 


howa 


h&la 


h&ba. 


a. 


hay 


hdl 


hdba. 



Present Imperativef be thou. 
2a. Ao. 25. hoicS. 3. Aoo^. 

Present Definite, I am being. 
Adi'fSt -fa, -sSf -f e. 

Pluperfect,! had been. 
kdi'fUSf etc. 



tha, 



ace. Also the 


folTowIng, amongst others— 




Hoot. 


Meaning. 


Conj. Part, 


First Verbal Not 


pa 


pt 


p^i 


powa* 


sd 


look 


sSi 


sowa. 


bs 


row 


bai 


bowM* 


da 


reap 


dSi 


dowS, 


khS 


eat 


khai 


khowS. 


anS 


cause to bring 


anat 


anowa. 


ffUfa 


remove 


gumi 


0«fU1oS, 


khuioS 


cause to eat 


khuwSi 


khuuml. 


gufuwa 


cause to remove 


pufuwdi 


fffifmlfea. 


powa 


cause to get 


powai 


pooieSt 


anowS 


cause to be brought 


anotoai 


anooicH. 


*» 


lie down, sleep 


hut 


howS, 



GiNEBAL BsMiAKs Foi kth coviuoAf iO]rs.-~Some v«rbs 
drop the termination wa of the second person non-honorlfio of 
the present. Ilius, khaj thou eatest. 

In the case of Transitive verbs, the letter e is usually added 
to the third person of the Past and of the Pluperfect. Thus 
pale, he got, bulilet he spoke, buli-fUet he had spoken. 
The same termination is sometimes found with Intransitive 
verbs. Thus, aAt7, or ahilct he came. 



SlOOirD COM10O4fIO3l— 

Boot, bolt speak. 

Verbal Nouns, Jo/a, speaking. 

buUbot speaking. 

bolSta, speakiutf. 
Present Participle, bolStOt while spmking. 
Past „ bold, spoken. 

Conjunct. „ buli, having spoken. 

Conditional „ bnlUe, bulilai, on speak* 

Ing. 



Prenent, 1 speak. 

. hois, 2a, bola, 25. llod. 8. bole. Hoot. 

Pastt I spoke. 

5«/a«,etc. (3. hdUe.) 

Puture, I shall speak. 

bulim, etc. 

Imperative, speak, 

2a. boL 

Present Definiiet I am speaking. 

buH^fS. 

Plupfffectf I had spoken, buli'-'filS, 



Similarly are oonjugated- 



Meaning. Conj. Part. First V. N. 



an 


bring 


ah 


come 


mar 


strike 


par 


be able 


lag 


hit, be necessary 


nowdr 


be unable. 




and many others. 



ani 


mnS, 


ahi 


aha. 


mari 


tnanf. 


pSri 


JWftf. 


l^i 


lags. 


nowari 


nowwrM, 



Thud Cokjuoatioh — 

Boot, gu$, depart. 
Verlnd Nouns, ^ufif,* departing. 
„ gu^ha* departfng. 

*f gufSta, dei»rting. 

Present Participle, gufUte, while departing. 
Past „ ffufdf depaited. 

Conjunct. „ gufit having departed. 
Conditional „ gu^ile, gufUat, on depart- 
ing. 



Hoot. 



Present, I depart, gu^S, etc 

Pax^, I departed, i^tff t'l^. 

Future, I shall depart, gufim. 

Imperative, depart thou, guf. 

Present Definite, I am departing, naral 

gUfi'fS. 
Plupeffeet, I had departed, gufi»tilS, and many others. 



Similarly are eonjugated'^ 

Meaning. Conj. Part. First V. K. 



kar 


make, do 


kdri 


hard. 


lar 


run, move 


Idri 


lard. 


narai 


not to move 


nardli 


narald. 



O.— Irregular Verbs.— The root jb5, go, is thus conjugated.-— Verbal Nouns, foiwf, mba, §a$tS ; Present Partieiple, ffo^e / Past Parti- 
ciple, foioS ; Conjunctive Participle, gdi ; Conditional Participle, gdfe, gdlat. Present, fdS; Past, gdlSf Future, sfdm ; Pwwnt Definite, ^4»-fi; 
Pluperfect, gdi'tilS, 

The root di, give. Verbal Nouns, digd, diba, diSta ; Present Participle, diUe f Past Participle, digds Conjuno(3ve Participle, di; Con- 
ditional Participle, dile, dilat. Present, I. diB, 2a. diya, 26. dii^St 3. diyej Past, dild j Future, dim; uad so on. 

The root zt, live, is conjugated like di, substituting I for » throughout. This is a mere matter of spelling. 

The root se, cut into lengths, is conjugated like a verb of the first conjugation, except that ita Pir%t Verbal Noun, Past Participle, Second 
person Honorific Present, are sewS, 

D,— Negative Verbs. — Ndi means * there is not.* To eipress negation otherwise, na, nSf ni, nu, ne or no is prefixed to the Verb, the 
vowel of the prefix corresponding with the first vowel of the verb. Thus, naAa^, I am not ; nidiba, he will not give j nuhune, he does not listen. 
When the first vowel of the verb is 5, the prefix is nd or ne, as ndgdS or ne^8, 1 do not go. If the verb begins with a vowel, only n U prefixed 
fts in oldpf he appeirs, nold^$ he does not appear. The Past of needS is nagdlS, I did not go, and »o in the other tenses formed with gdl. The 
First Verbal Noun is, of course, nozowd. The negative of the root pdr, be able, is given under the second con jugation, and of lar, run, move, 
under the third. Nai used with the present tense gives it a past meaning. Thuib tumi diyd ndi, thou gavest not. 

E.— Causal Verba. — Causal verbs are formed much as in Bengali. Examples of C^usals and Double Causals are given under tbe first 
conjugation. As a rule, the root of a Causal verb is the same as the First Verbal Noun of the simple verb. Similarly, that of a Double Causal 
is the same as the First Verbal Noun of the Causal. 

F.— Passive Voice. — Formed by conjugating the Past Participle with Aa. Thus, mok di^ haite, it is being given to me. Or by con- 
jugating the First Verbal Noun with zd. Thus, tdk powd my^ that is found, literally, the finding that goes on. 

^•"zC^'PPOiin^ ^^T\>%,~—Aequisit%ves are formed by conjugating the Accusative or Dative of the Second Verbal Noun with the root 
^d, get. Permtsstyeg, by conjugating the same form with cfe, give. Thus, At l-^Wio ?%, he obtidne permission to do j tumi awashye hdsti 
bhog kdrthi'lttt pdbd, you will certainly get to undergo punishment -, mok kdrlba diyd, allow me to do. Desideratives, the same formltith 
AA»z,^wl>h, M^n ^«n»t kdriba khuza, yon WIsb t5 do. IneeptiveSt the Dative of the same noun with dhar, seize, begin, as in tumi kdriba-lai 



... - -r youwisatdao. Ineeptivest ^"'' -'-''----'--""'- ■■"•' - -.— , — -~, .^^o.— 

dharS, yon begin to do. Potentials, the Accusative of the same noun with pdr, he able, as in kdriba part, I can do. 
form with lag^ hit, always in the third person, whatever the person of the subject, as in may kdriba Idge, I must do. 
Pengali. 
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